Carprofen

Rimadyl® is another name for this medication.

How Is This Medication Useful?

« Carprofen is used in dogs to treat pain and inflam-
mation, due to osteoarthritis or after surgery or inju-
ries. Carprofen is commonly known as an “NSAID”
(non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug).

« Dogs often show improvement very quickly after
receiving this drug.

Are There Conditions or Times When Its Use

Might Cause More Harm Than Good?

« Caprofen should not be given to cats for more than a
single does. It is generally recommended to not give
this medication to cats.

e Carprofen should not be used in animals who are
allergic to it or severely allergic to other drugs like it.

« Use this drug very cautiously, if at all, if your dog
has active stomach or gastrointestinal ulcers or has
had these kinds of ulcers in the past. Carprofen may
make these ulcers worse or reappear.

¢ Speak with your veterinarian if your dog is taking
any of the following medications: Other anti-
inflammatory drugs such as aspirin or corticoster-
oids (e.g., prednisone, methylprednisolone, dexa-
methasone); furosemide (Lasix®), digoxin,
methotrexate, sulfa drugs or oral antidiabetic drugs.

e If your animal has or has had heart, kidney or liver
problems, talk to your veterinarian about the risks of
giving your dog carprofen.

« It is not known if carprofen is safe to give pregnant,
lactating or breeding dogs. Talk to your veterinarian
before using this drug in those animals.

What Side Effects Can Be Seen With Its Use?

« Carprofen is safe to use in the vast majority of dogs,
and the risk of side effects occurring appear to be
less than 1%. But rarely, serious side effects and
sometimes death have been noted.

¢« The most commonly reported side effects in dogs
taking carprofen are usually related to the gastroin-
testinal system. This may present as decreased appe-
tite, vomiting (including blood in the vomit),
diarrhea, or blood in the stools. If you note any of
these, contact your veterinarian.

e Carprofen may also affect the kidneys or the liver.
Tell your veterinarian immediately if your dog’s wa-
ter intake or urinary habits have changed or if you
see yellowing of the gums, skin or white of the eyes.

Also immediately contact your veterinarian if your
dog is lethargic (lacks energy), is uncoordinated, has
seizures or exhibits changes in behavior.

How Should It Be Given?

The successful outcome of your animal’s treatment
with this medication depends upon your commit-
ment and ability to administer it exactly as the vet-
erinarian has prescribed. Please do not skip doses or
stop giving the medication. If you have difficulty giv-
ing doses consult your veterinarian or pharmacist
who can offer administration techniques or change
the dosage form to a type of medication that may be
more acceptable to you and your animal.

Some other drugs can interact with this medication
so tell your veterinarian about any drugs or foods
that you currently give your animal. Do not give new
foods or medications without first asking your vet-
erinarian.

Dogs: Dogs usually receive this medication once or
twice a day by mouth.

If you are giving this drug every 12 hours (twice a
day) and you miss a dose of this medication, you
should give it either as soon as you remember or
with the next dose.

If giving this drug once daily and you miss a dose
and it is within 12 hours of when you should have
given it, give the dose. Otherwise skip this dose and
give the next dose at the regular time. Do not double
a dose when giving it once a day as this can be toxic
to your dog.

This medication may be given with food or alone,
giving with food might reduce the chances of stom-
ach problems occurring.

What Other Information Is Important About This
Medication?

Because the chewable formulation of this drug may
be very appealing to dogs, be sure to store in a se-
cure area to prevent an accidental overdose.

Keep the tablets stored in the original prescription
vial at room temperature; do not expose them to
high heat.

Keep this medication away from children.

Carprofen at this time is NOT considered to be safe
to use in cats.

If you have any other questions or concerns about
this medication, be sure to talk to your veterinarian.

VETERINARY DRUG HANDBOOK-Client Information Edition

Permission to print and distribute to individual clients granted by Gigi Davidson and Donald C. Plumb © 2003



	Search
	Home
	Preface
	CAUTION
	DISCLAIMER
	COPYRIGHT

	Contents
	Systemic Medications
	Acetaminophen
	Acetazolamide
	Albuterol
	Allopurinol
	Altrenogest
	Aminocaproic Acid
	Aminophylline
	Amitriptyline
	Amlodipine
	Ammonium Chloride
	Amoxicillin
	Amoxicillin/Clavulanate
	Ascorbic Acid
	Aspirin
	Atenolol
	Azathioprine
	Baclofen
	Benazepril
	Bethanechol
	Bisacodyl
	Bismuth Subsalicylate
	Bromides
	Bromocriptine
	Buprenorphine
	Buspirone
	Butorphanol Tartrate
	Captopril
	Carnitine
	Carprofen
	Cefadroxil
	Cefixime
	Cephalexin
	Chlorambucil
	Chloramphenicol
	Chlorpheniramine
	Chlorpromazine
	Cimetidine
	Cisapride
	Clemastine
	Clenbuterol
	Clindamycin
	Clomipramine
	Codeine
	Cyclophosphamide
	Cyclosporine
	Cyproheptadine
	Dalteparin
	Deracoxib
	Desmopressin
	Diazepam
	Diazoxide
	Diethylstilbesterol
	Digoxin
	Diltiazem
	Diphenhydramine
	Doxepin
	Doxycycline
	Enalapril
	Enrofloxacin
	Erythromycin
	Etodolac
	Famotidine
	Fenbendazole
	Fentanyl
	Fluconazole
	Fludrocortisone
	Flunixin
	Fluoxetine
	Furosemide
	Glipizide
	Griseofulvin
	Hydralazine
	Hydrocodone
	Hydroxyzine
	Imipramine
	Insulin
	Interferon
	Itraconazole
	Ivermectin
	Ketoconazole
	Ketoprofen
	Lactulose
	Levothyroxine
	Lincomycin
	Liothyronine
	Lufenuron
	Marbofloxacin
	Meloxicam
	Methimazole
	Methocarbamol
	Methylprednisolone
	Metoclopramide
	Metronidazole
	Milbemycin
	Misoprostol
	Mitotane
	Morphine Sulfate
	Neomycin Sulfate
	Omeprazole
	Ondansetron
	Orbifloxacin
	Oxazepam
	Oxybutynin
	Pancrelipase
	Paroxetine
	Pentoxifylline
	Pergolide
	Phenobarbital
	Phenoxybenzamine
	Phenylbutazone
	Phenylpropanolamine
	Phytonadione
	Piperazine
	Piroxicam
	Praziquantel
	Prednisone Prednisolone
	Propantheline Bromide
	Propranolol
	Pyrantel Pamoate
	Pyridostigmine
	Ranitidine
	Rifampin
	Selegilene
	Sotalol
	Spironolactone
	Stanozolol
	Sucralfate
	Sulfasalazine
	Taurine
	Terbutaline
	Tetracycline
	Theophylline
	Trimeprazine with Prednisolone
	Trimethoprim with Sulfamethoxazole or Sulfadiazine
	Tylosin
	Ursodiol
	Vitamin E
	Warfarin

	Ophthalmic Medications
	Aminoglycosides Ophthalmic
	Atropine Sulfate Ophthalmic
	Chloramphenicol Ophthalmic
	Corticosteroids Ophthalmic
	Cyclosporine Ophthalmic
	Dorzolamide Ophthalmic
	Fluoroquinolones Ophthalmic
	Flurbiprofen Ophthalmic
	Idoxuridine Ophthalmic
	Itraconazole in DMSO Ophthalmic
	Ketorolac Ophthalmic
	Latanaprost Ophthalmic
	Miconazole Ophthalmic
	Natamycin Ophthalmic
	Oxytetracycline Ophthalmic
	Timolol Ophthalmic
	Trifluridine Ophthalmic
	Triple Antibiotic (Neomycin, Bacitracin, Polymyxin) with Steroids Ophthalmic
	Triple Antibiotic (Neomycin, Bacitracin, Polymyxin) Ophthalmic
	Tropicamide Ophthalmic

	Miscellaneous
	Applying Transdermal Medications to Cats
	Giving Your Cat Oral Medications
	Giving Your Dog Oral Medications
	Giving Your Horse Oral Medications
	How To Administer Eye Medications To Your Pet
	If Your Pet Gets Into Poison

	VetDrugInfo.com
	Index



